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the risk of infringing the rules of etiquette, from ex-
pressing my surprise at seeing him so unmoved. The
Emperor did not apparently resent my observation, for
he turned to me with a look which has so often been
described as of extraordinary gentleness, and replied in
these few words, deeply engraven in my memory :

" If you see me so calm, it is because I have tjie firm,
the absolute conviction that the fate of Russia, my own
fate and that of my family, is in the hands of God, Who
placed me where I am. Whatever happens, I will bow
to His will, conscious of never having had a thought
other than that of serving the country that He confided

to me."

That same night the revolt was definitely subdued,
and I knew that he had received the news with the same
sang-froid with which he had listened to the sound of
the cannon a few hours before.
Often since then I have had occasion to verify the
impressions that I formed on that day, and I have
never had reason to change them in any respect. I
am profoundly convinced that the source from which
Emperor Nicholas derived his serenity and his faith in
the providential character of his destiny was a religious
sentiment of a rare intensity. I will speak further of
this essential trait when I attempt his portraiture, and
will merely mention at this point the sort of mysticism
which ruled over the mind of Nicholas II. ever after-
wards, and which the tragic events of his reign and the
influence of a feminine nature even more exaltee than
his own only served to increase.
I have already said that M. Stolypine had reserved the
right to submit to the Emperor a change in the Cabinet
membership by means of the introduction of elements
outside of the bureaucracy. In accordance with the